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Parables and Questioning  

 

Mark 12 

 
 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and 

put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to 

tenants and went into another country. When the season came, he sent a servant to the 
tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they took him and beat 

him and sent him away empty-handed. Again he sent to them another servant, and they 

struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and him they 
killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. He had still one 

other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the 

vineyard. What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the 

tenants and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read this Scripture: 
 “‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord's doing, 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they 

perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went away. 
 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to 

trap him in his talk. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are 

true and do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, 
but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we 

pay them, or should we not?” But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put 

me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” And they brought one. And 

he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 

Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's.” And they marveled at him. 

 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And 

they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother 
dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the widow and raise up 

offspring for his brother. There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he 

died left no offspring. And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the 
third likewise. And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. In the 

resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as 

wife.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know 

neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they 

neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the 
dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the 

bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite 

wrong.” 
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 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 

important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is 

this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have 
truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the 

heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's 

neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And 
when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 

kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that 
the Christ is the son of David? David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, 

 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

 “Sit at my right hand, 
  until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng 

heard him gladly. 
 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 

around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces and have the best seats in 

the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour widows' houses and for a 
pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting 

money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow 
came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his 

disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed out of 

their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 

live on.” 
  

 

 
 

Okay, now that you’ve read it . . . go to  

 http://www.youtube.com/user/MarksGospelOnStage  
and click on Chapter 12 and listen/watch it being performed.   
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The vineyard, its owner, and His son.  

 

Mark 12:1-12  

 
 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and 

put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to 

tenants and went into another country. When the season came, he sent a servant to the 
tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they took him and beat 

him and sent him away empty-handed. Again he sent to them another servant, and they 

struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and him they 
killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. He had still one 

other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the 

vineyard. What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the 

tenants and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read this Scripture: 
 “‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord's doing, 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they 

perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went away. 
  

 

 

Matthew 21:33-46  
 

 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 

vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and 

leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his 

servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, 

more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they 

took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner 
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will 

put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who 

will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 “‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord's doing, 

  and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they 

feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
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Luke 20:9-18 

 

 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and 

let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. When the time 
came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of 

the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. And he sent 

another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away 
empty-handed. And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. Then 

the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps 

they will respect him.’ But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ And they threw him out 

of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 

He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they 
heard this, they said, “Surely not!” But he looked directly at them and said, “What then 

is this that is written: 

 “‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone’? 

 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls 

on anyone, it will crush him.” 
  

 

The description of the vineyard and its owner is spoken about in Isaiah 5:1-7, but 
specifically Isaiah 5:7 is the portion that is pertinent to Mark though when reading 

Matthew reading the whole is best because He talks about the tower and all.   

 

Isaiah 5:7  

 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the men of Judah 

  are his pleasant planting; 
 and he looked for justice, 

  but behold, bloodshed; 

 for righteousness, 
  but behold, an outcry! 

 

In this parable, among many other things Jesus is also telling us that He knows what 
will happen to himself.  The scripture that is referenced here is from Psalm 118:22-23, 

in which He describes Himself as the cornerstone.  A cornerstone is the large shaped 

stone at the corner of the building’s foundation. It is essential to a structure’s stability. 
Israel originally thought of itself as the cornerstone, but after Jesus’ death and 

resurrection the church used the imagery as He had in various parts of the NT.   
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The TRAP 

 

Mark 12:13-17 

 
 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to 

trap him in his talk. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are 

true and do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, 
but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we 

pay them, or should we not?” But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put 

me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” And they brought one. And 
he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 

Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 

things that are God's.” And they marveled at him. 
  

 

Matthew 22:15-22  
 

 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And 

they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 

anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you 

think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they 

brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 

this?” They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” When they heard it, they 

marveled. And they left him and went away. 

  

 

Luke 20:19-26  

 

 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very 

hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the 
people. So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they 

might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and 

jurisdiction of the governor. So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and 
teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful for us 

to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 

“Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, 
“Caesar's.” He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 

God the things that are God's.” And they were not able in the presence of the people to 

catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent. 
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These guys knew what they were doing.  They probably sat around for hours trying to 

come up with this masterpiece of a question.  Remember the Herodians weren’t a 

religious group like the Pharisees, they were a political group and they were scared of 
Jesus because of how much popularity he was gaining.   

 

So, the question: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”   
 

If Jesus answered ‘Sure, pay your taxes.’ then they would see it as saying it was okay 

to pay tribute to Caesar and they would see him as a coward/traitor and he would lose 
his influence over the people.   

 

If Jesus answered ‘Nope, keep your money’ then they could turn Him over to the 
Romans and have him arrested as a revolutionary.  

 

So, it was a no win situation or at least that’s what they thought.   
 

Jesus knew better though.   

 
Note: He didn’t even have a denarius, which was equivalent to one day’s wage.   

 

So, he has someone bring a denarius and bam! He stuck it to them!   
 

Perfecto!  But, of course this is Jesus that we are talking about.   

 
These guys were left “marvel[ing]” at Jesus’ answer.  They probably walked away 

with their mouths open, thinking ‘how?!?’   
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Greatest Commandment = 2 

 

Today’s passage is simple, probably because we have all heard it countless times, but 

knowing it is one thing and being able to put it into practice is completely different.   
 

 

Mark 12:28-34 

 

 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 

and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 
important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is 
this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have 

truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the 
heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's 

neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And 

when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 

 

Matthew 22:34-40  

 

 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and 
the Prophets.” 

 

 
 

Deuteronomy 6 starts what Jews call the Shema - basically saying there is one God and 

you must love Him with all.  The scribe would know this well and as such responded 
to Jesus with it.   

  

Deuteronomy 6:4-6 

 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
  

 

The thing is that we are to love God with everything we have and then others.  The 

first four commandments are summed up into ‘love God’ then the other six are 

summed up into ‘love man’.  Look at them in Exodus 20 and see if you can see this 

pattern.  So, those two commandments are a summary of the whole Law.  
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WARNING: Beware!!! 

 

Mark 12:38-40  

 
 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 

around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces and have the best seats in 

the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour widows' houses and for a 
pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

 

 

Luke 20:45-47  

 

 And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces 

and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour 

widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.” 

 

 
So, what’s the deal?   

 

 
 

Long robes? 

 
 

 

Like/love greeings? 

 

 
 

Best seats? 

 
 

 

Places of honor? 
 

 

 
Devour widows’ houses? 

 

 
 

Make long prayers? 

 

 

 

So, what’s all this mean?  Turn the page and read Matthew’s account.   
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Matthew 23:1-36  

 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the 

Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the 

works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to 
bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move 

them with their finger. They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their 

phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and 
the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called 

rabbi by others. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you 

are all brothers. And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is 
in heaven. Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. The 

greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the 

kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those 

who would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a 

proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 

 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is 
nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You 

blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 

And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the 
gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, 

the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever swears by the altar swears 

by it and by everything on it. And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by 
him who dwells in it. And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and 

by him who sits upon it. 

 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 

and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 

faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind 
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside 

of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You 
blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may 

be clean. 

 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead 

people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, 

but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of 

the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in 

the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood 
of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who 

murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you 

brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you 

prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some 

you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may 

come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary 

and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
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Day 5 continued 

WOE!!! x 7 

 

Don’t know if you’ve caught this before, but when God says ‘woe’ it’s bad, when He 

says it three times it’s like super bad, but here He says it seven times!  That’s like 
super-duper oh boy bad.   

 

 
So, did Matthew’s account make you understand this section a bit better or just confuse 

you even more??? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
What is it to preach, but not practice?   



STAND and WALK in GRACE 
 

We at times may think that we can DO something for God, but the reality of 

it is that He came to DO and He DID.   

 

There is nothing that we can do to make Him love us more or to pay Him 

back for everything that He did for us.  Everything that we could ever do will 

only amount to dirty rags because if we could have done it then He would not 

have needed to give His life.   

 

Ephesians 2:4-10 
 
 But God, being rich in mercy, because 
of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved—and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 
  

BUT GOD!   

 

How awesome is that?!? 

 

We can’t add anything because it’s already done.   

We can’t add anything because He didn’t want us to boast.  

We can’t add anything because He did it all.   

 

The only thing we can do is walk-walk in love, walk in grace, walk in mercy. 


