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Mark 11  

 

 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no 

one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 

say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they went 
away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some 

of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And they 

told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went 

before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in 

the highest!” 

 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 

twelve. 

 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. And 
seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. 

When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. And 

he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 
 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive 

out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 

the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. And he would not allow 
anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he was teaching them and saying to 

them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 

nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And the chief priests and the scribes 

heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the 

crowd was astonished at his teaching. And when evening came they went out of the 
city. 

 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its 

roots. And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you 
cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, I say to 

you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does 

not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done 
for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses.” 

 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, 

the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and they said to him, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 

Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what 

authority I do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? 

Answer me.” And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we say, ‘From 

man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
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THE END - well almost!  There isn’t much time left for Jesus at this point.  This week 
begins the last week of Jesus’ ministry before he’s crucified.   

 

 
When He’s coming into town is traditionally called Palm Sunday or the beginning of 

Holy Week because of how they threw cloaks and branches in front of Him.  BUT, 

some commentators claim that it wasn’t really Sunday when Jesus came into town, but 
Monday, so that it should be called Palm Monday instead.  But, either way there isn’t 

much time left.   

 
 

 

What’s different?  This chapter has a lot of things that are different as compared with 
all of the previous chapters that we have studied.  What do you see as being different? 
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His ENTRY 

 

Mark 11:1-11  

 
 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 

in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no 
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 

say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they went 

away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some 
of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And they 

told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus 

and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went 

before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in 
the highest!” 

 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had 

looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve. 

  

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

 

 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the 
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in 

front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie 

them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 

needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 
 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the 

donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 

were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 
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Luke 19:28-40 

 

 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called 
Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where 

on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and 

bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The 
Lord has need of it.’” So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had 

told them. And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 

untying the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to 
Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. And as he rode along, 

they spread their cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near—already on the way 

down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in 

the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would 

cry out.” 

  
 

John 12:12-19  

 
 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus 

was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the 
King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

 behold, your king is coming, 

  sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had 

been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 

tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the 
crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. So the Pharisees 

said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone 

after him.” 
 

 

Soooo many things to go into.   
 

Okay, so first off - what’s different?  Well, this is the first time that we see Jesus 

purposefully making a commotion when he enters a city.  Normally it’s all hush hush, 
don’t tell anyone, let’s just walk right in, but this time is different.  This time He sends 

for a colt/donkey, this time He comes in like a king would.  In the Old Testament you 

see kings riding in on a donkey (not sure why they chose a donkey instead of a horse, 

but they did. Even Solomon, when his brother tried to take over as King when David 

was dying, rode in on a mule.) 

 
The whole thing was to fulfill the prophecy given by the Lord to Zechariah.   

It was a show that had to happen.  
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The thing with this show was that it was a show.   Less than a handful of days later 
they would be shouting to kill Him instead of shouting praises.   

 

This is totally opposite to how He will come one day.  He will come on a white horse.  
Just think about John’s account: 

 

Revelation 19:11-16 

 

 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it 

is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are 
like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that 

no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by 

which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine 
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a 

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of 

iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his 
robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

  

 
On this day, no one will be able to take back their praises.   

Everyone will know that He is Lord.   

They won’t be able to take their word back.   
 

This triumphal entry was a hoax, but the next one won’t be.   

 
This also had to happen in order to get the people aka the Pharisees riled up.  He had to 

get them to the point where they would want to kill them and that nothing would stop 

them.  The more He was praised the more it annoyed them.  Luke actually gives a little 

tidbit away by what the Pharisees wanted Jesus to do.  Yet, Jesus told them that if they 

- the people didn’t praise Him, then the rocks, the stones, most certainly would.  Which 
is somewhat ironic, since we (those who believe) are seen as living stones. (1 Pet 2:5)  

 

 
We could spend days going over these verses, the fact of him revealing his 

omniscience, the meaning behind the palm branches, what Hosanna means, etc, but in 

the spirit of Mark - that whole immediately, immediately, immediately thing - we’ll 
keep going.   
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Mark 11:12-14, 19-25  

 

 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. And 

seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. 
When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. And 

he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 

 And when evening came they went out of the city. 
[  ] 

 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its 

roots. And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you 
cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, I say to 

you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does 

not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done 
for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses.” 

 

 

Matthew 21:18-22  

 

 In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. And 
seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. 

And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered 

at once. 
 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree 

wither at once?” And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and 

do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you 

say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. And 

whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.” 
 

 

 
One thing to note before noting other things is that Mark says that Jesus said  

“whenever you stand praying” - standing was the main posture of praying back then.  

We might not stand next to our beds or stand to pray for a meal, but that was one of the 
acceptable postures of prayer besides all the others.   

 

Next note, the fig tree is an interesting plant.  It produces two harvest a year, but given 
that there are leaves on the tree Jesus expected there to be fruit, either new fruit or fruit 

that had survived the winter, since the tree had leaves is unclear, but either way if it 

had leaves it was assumed to have fruit.  So, quite interesting that is when you turn that 
in towards us.  If we look like a tree - we have leaves hanging from us, yet we have no 

fruit then what are we?  Are we really abiding in Him?   

 

Oh, another note, another thing that was different in this passage is that Jesus 

proclaims a curse on something - this is said to be His only destructive miracle cause 

well the fig tree dies.   
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Mark 11:15-19 

 

 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive 

out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. And he would not allow 

anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he was teaching them and saying to 

them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And the chief priests and the scribes 

heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the 

crowd was astonished at his teaching. And when evening came they went out of the 
city. 

  

 

Matthew 21:12-17 

 

 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 

sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of 

prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” 
 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 

But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 

children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 
and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, 

“Yes; have you never read, 

 “‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 
  you have prepared praise’?” 

 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

  

 

 

Luke 19:45-48 

 

 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, saying to 
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den 

of robbers.” 

 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, but they did not find 

anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 
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Here Jesus quotes in part two prophets: 

 

Isaiah 56:7 

 
 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples.” 
 

Jeremiah 7:11 

 
 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 

your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 

 
 

It’s interesting because Isaiah is talking about foreigners becoming joined to God and 

Jeremiah is talking about what God’s people have done - evil - cause in that time they 
thought that they were in/that they were good with God just because they had a temple.   

But, they really weren’t.   

 
In some ways, Jesus’ treatment of the people in the temple is very similar to His 

treatment of the fig tree.   

 
Why?   

 

 

How does this apply to your life today?   

 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 
 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 

you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, 

and you are that temple. 
  

 

How’s your temple doing?  Are the - thoughts, words, actions, priorities, relationships 
- ones that Jesus would be pleased with or would He be wanting to clean house or even 

worse proclaim a curse because of everything that is going on in there??? 

 
 

Day 4 continued 



Week 12 — Mark 11 

AUTHORITY QUESTIONED!  

 

 

Mark 11:27-33 

 

 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, 

the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and they said to him, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 

Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what 

authority I do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? 
Answer me.” And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we say, ‘From 

man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

 
 

Matthew 21:23-27  

 
 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask 
you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 

authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven 

or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From 

man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I do these things. 

 
 

Luke 20:1-8 

 
 One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the 

gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up and said to him, “Tell 

us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” He 
answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, was the baptism of John 

from heaven or from man?” And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From 
man,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a 

prophet.” So they answered that they did not know where it came from. And Jesus said 

to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
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Day 5 continued 

Jesus was/is so kewl!  He gave them a question that He knew that they couldn’t 
answer, so that He wouldn’t answer them.  How perfect was that?   

 

If they had said from man - then their life expectancy looked really bleak because the 
crowd - who believed that John was a prophet - would have stoned them.   

 

Yet, if they said from heaven, well then John was going around saying that Jesus was 
the Son of God, so. . . nope that wouldn’t work either.   

 

 
 

Think of the things that He has done in this chapter -  

Mark, Matthew, and Luke all word it the same - “these things” - what are they?   
 

 



STAND and WALK in GRACE 
 

We at times may think that we can DO something for God, but the reality of 

it is that He came to DO and He DID.   

 

There is nothing that we can do to make Him love us more or to pay Him 

back for everything that He did for us.  Everything that we could ever do will 

only amount to dirty rags because if we could have done it then He would not 

have needed to give His life.   

 

Ephesians 2:4-10 
 
 But God, being rich in mercy, because 
of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved—and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 
  

BUT GOD!   

 

How awesome is that?!? 

 

We can’t add anything because it’s already done.   

We can’t add anything because He didn’t want us to boast.  

We can’t add anything because He did it all.   

 

The only thing we can do is walk-walk in love, walk in grace, walk in mercy. 


