MARK CHAPTER 8

WEEK 9



Week 9 — Mark 8

Day 1

Well, this week is going to be very different from all the other weeks, but you’ll see
that later on.

For now, just read chapter 8, plus one verse.

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing
to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, “I have compassion on the
crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And if
I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them
have come from far away.” And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these
people with bread here in this desolate place?”” And he asked them, “How many loaves
do you have?” They said, “Seven.” And he directed the crowd to sit down on the
ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd.
And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should
be set before them. And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken
pieces left over, seven baskets full. And there were about four thousand people. And he
sent them away. And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to
the district of Dalmanutha.

The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign
from heaven to test him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.”
And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.

Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with
them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And they began discussing with one another
the fact that they had no bread. And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you
discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are
your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear?
And do you not remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.”
“And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you
take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet
understand?”

And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man
and begged him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out
of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked
him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look
like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his
eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. And he sent him to his
home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.
And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”” And they told
him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.




Week 9 — Mark 8

Day 1 continued

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and
after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.”

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the
gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit
his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of
Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

This week, the coin flips, the story changes, it’s no longer status quo, this week,
instead of me digesting everything and explaining what everything means to you.
You’ll be explaining what it all means to yourself and then to me.

So, be prepared! Be very prepared!
It’s HIS word that you should be paying attention to, not mine.
I’d suggest, highly suggest, that you jot down below what you think of this chapter at

this point after having read it only once. Then, I’d make sure to jot down what I think
each day and answer whatever questions are there. Just saying. I’d be prepared.
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Day 2

Mark 8:1-10

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing
to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, “I have compassion on the
crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And if
I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them
have come from far away.” And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these
people with bread here in this desolate place?”” And he asked them, “How many loaves
do you have?” They said, “Seven.” And he directed the crowd to sit down on the
ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd.
And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should
be set before them. And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken
pieces left over, seven baskets full. And there were about four thousand people. And he
sent them away. And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to
the district of Dalmanutha.

Matthew 15:32-39

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the
crowd because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I
am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” And the disciples
said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so
great a crowd?” And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said,
“Seven, and a few small fish.” And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, he
took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and
were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over.
Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. And after
sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.

REVIEW: The earlier feeding - Mark 6:30-44

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and
taught. And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And
they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there
ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them
many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a
desolate place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them,
“You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two
hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?”” And he said to them, “How
many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said,
“Five, and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green
grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five
loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two
fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve
baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five
thousand men.
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Day 2 continued

Now, YOU explain it.

Looking at Jesus, what is different about this feeding of 4,000 compared to the feeding
of 5,000 from chapter 6:30-44?
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Day 3

Mark 8:11-21

The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign
from heaven to test him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.”
And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.

Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with
them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And they began discussing with one another
the fact that they had no bread. And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you
discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are
your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear?
And do you not remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.”
“And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you
take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet
understand?”

Matthew 16:1-12

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to
show them a sign from heaven. He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It
will be fair weather, for the sky is red.” And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today,
for the sky is red and threatening.” You know how to interpret the appearance of the
sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation
seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left
them and departed.

When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any
bread. Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no
bread.” But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing
among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive? Do you
not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you
gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you
gathered? How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread?
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he
did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.
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Day 3 continued

Now, YOU explain it.

Today, keep in mind that Jesus criticizes the disciples for their lack of spiritual
comprehension. What do you think He expects given what they have:
¢ Seen

¢ Heard
¢  Remembered

¢  Understood
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Day 4

Mark 8:27-30

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.
And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that  am?”” And they told
him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. [ will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he
was the Christ.

Luke 9:18-20

Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him.
And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” And they answered, “John
the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has
risen.” Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”” And Peter answered,
“The Christ of God.”
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Day 4 continued

Now, YOU explain it.

What did you observe regarding:
¢ Speculations about Jesus’ identitiy?

¢ Peter’s answer, and his source of insight?

¢ Jesus’ response?

Who do you say that Jesus is and what’s the significance of your answer? (Rom 10:9)
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Day 5

Mark 8:31-38 , 9:1

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and
after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.”

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the
gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit
his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of
Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

Matthew 16:21-28

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his
soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”

Luke 9:21-27

And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, saying,
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is ashamed of me and
of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. But I tell you truly, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”
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Day 5 continued

Now, YOU explain it.

Do you find Jesus’ rebuke of Peter: harsh, confusing, or warranted? EXPLAIN!!!

According to Jesus, WHAT is involved in Christian discipleship? HOW is it different
from what society values today?




Time is SHORT!!!

We don’t live our lives like it is, but this year is nearly over and what have
you accomplished?!? What great things have you done? How much time
have you spent living for God and seeking Him? How much time have you
spent watching tv or movies or surfing the web or playing video games?
What has that brought you? Has that brought you peace?

Time is short! He does not guarantee that we will always be able to come to
Him. He freely gives us the gift of forgiveness, of being able to repent, BUT
just as He freely gives, He can freely take away!

“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Isaiah 55:6-7

‘While he may be found’ - that means that He won’t always be found.

Don’t put off doing things for God
because you think you will be able to do
it one day further down the road of life.
You don’t know how long you have.

Like James 4:14 says “you are a mist
that appears for a little time and then
vanishes.”

You don’t know when you are going to
vanish, so don’t vanish having lived a
meaningless life.




