MARK CHAPTER 9

WEEK 10



Week 10 — Mark 9

Day 1

By now, you know the drill for day 1, just read the chapter and think and pray.
Mark 9

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you
and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no
one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the
matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. And they
asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”” And he said to them,
“Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the Son of Man
that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that
Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.”

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them,
and scribes arguing with them. And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him,
were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. And he asked them, “What
are you arguing about with them?” And someone from the crowd answered him,
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. And
whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And he
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I
to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. And when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled
about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been
happening to him?”” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire
and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and
help us.” And Jesus said to him, ““If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, “"You mute and deaf spirit, | command you, come out of
him and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when he had entered
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”” And he
said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want
anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is
going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is
killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and were
afraid to ask him.




Week 10 — Mark 9

Day 1 continued

And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. And he sat down and
called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all
and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking
him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do
not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon
afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. For truly, I
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ
will by no means lose his reward.

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet
to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,
‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” For everyone will be
salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it
salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Thoughts? Ideas?
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Day 2

What they call ‘the transfiguration’ - defined as a complete change of form or
appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state. This was Jesus revealing himself to
the three in his inner circle and being revealed by three to those three. :-)

Mark 9:1-13

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you
and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no
one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the
matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. And they
asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”” And he said to them,
“Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the Son of Man
that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that
Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.”

Matthew 16:28 & 17:1-13

Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light.
And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents
here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples
heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw
no one but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” And the
disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” He
answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. But I tell you that Elijah
has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they
pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples
understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.
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Day 2 continued

Luke 9:27-36

But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not taste death
until they see the kingdom of God.”

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John
and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the
appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and
spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and
those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake
they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting
from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.
As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is
my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they
had seen.

“some standing here will not taste death” - WHAT? So, they aren’t going to die?
Like forever? Um, NO! Some people try to make it out that way, but what’s the next
statement? “until they see the kingdom of God” - aka see HIM - when Jesus
transfigured himself He allowed them to see Him, to like really see Him, to see His
splendor, to see His power, to see people from His kingdom, to hear the voice of God.
So, yeah they didn’t die for six days (or eight as per Luke’s account), but they would
die eventually.

Oh, so what’s the deal with Luke saying it was 8 days instead of six? Well, scholars
believe that Luke included the day that the promise was given and the day that it was
fulfilled in (1+6+1)=8. It’s like counting today as day 1, instead of counting tomorrow
as day 1.

I love that God, as in the Father, tells the disciples to listen to Jesus. They had been
following him around for way over two years at this point and listening to all that He
was teaching, but apparently not well enough. Now they see Him in his splendor and
hear the father saying listen to my beloved son, yikes! Probably made them question
how well they had been listening to him.
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Day 3

Another demon. . . rebuked

Mark 9:14-29

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them,
and scribes arguing with them. And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him,
were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. And he asked them, “What
are you arguing about with them?” And someone from the crowd answered him,
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. And
whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And he
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I
to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. And when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled
about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been
happening to him?”” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire
and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and
help us.” And Jesus said to him, ““If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of
him and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when he had entered
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And he
said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

Matthew 17:14-20

And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling
before him, said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers
terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to
your disciples, and they could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and
twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?
Bring him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the
boy was healed instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
could we not cast it out?”” He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say
to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,” and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”

Luke 9:37-43a

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to
look at my son, for he is my only child. And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he
suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him,
and will hardly leave him. And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could
not.” Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with
you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon threw
him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed
the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of
God.
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Day 3 continued

This section, this story is pretty straightforward, but. . .

Mark includes something that the others omit.

Mark’s version is longer.

Mark’s version includes the dialogue with the father of the boy.
In particular, the father’s belief or lack there of.

“I believe; help my unbelief!”

He doubted, but he didn’t want to doubt.

He believed, but not completely.

He had been discouraged.

He had brought his boy, his son, to see Jesus, but was met by his disciples, the nine
that were left - that didn’t go up the mountain. They had tried to cure the boy, but they
hadn’t succeeded. He had brought his son believing that he would be healed - only to
be discouraged.

The master was no where to be found and his son was still ill. Tons gathered, but only
to argue and to see the show, not to help. Tons gathered, but only to discourage.

Then when Jesus does appear, he doubts, he doesn’t want to doubt, but he does.
How can he not? His son is still ill. He doesn’t want to doubt, but does.

So, he begs Jesus “help my unbelief” - that should be our consistent cry anytime we
doubt, anytime we become discouraged.

The thing is, that sometimes we go to church, expecting something, but nothing
happens, so we just get discouraged Sometimes we go to the people of the church, to
the body, and nothing happens, only more discouragement. At times all the church, all
the people do, is disappoint and discourage us. They don’t mean to, they don’t want
to, but they aren’t what we truly need. He is. When we go to Him, when we battle
with Him, when we seek Him out, instead of all the other things that we may think that
we need, He doesn’t discourage us, He doesn’t shrug us off.

He’s there.

That kind could only be driven out by prayer. Sometimes, that’s our answer too.
Sometimes all we need is to pray, but we try anything and everything, but.

Why?

Because we doubt.
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Day 4

huh? Killed? Rise? They were confused.

Mark 9:30-32

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want
anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is
going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is
killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and were
afraid to ask him.

Matthew 17:22-23

As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is
about to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be
raised on the third day.” And they were greatly distressed.

Luke 9:43b-45

But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to
his disciples, “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be
delivered into the hands of men.” But they did not understand this saying, and it was
concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask
him about this saying.

This is the second time that Jesus tells them that He’s going to die, but they don’t get
it. They don’t get it and they are afraid to ask. They don’t want to be scolded like
Peter was in the last chapter, but they don’t understand what He is saying, but they
don’t understand what He is saying because it was as Luke puts it “concealed from
them”. It was concealed from them because it wasn’t time for them to fully understand
what He was saying.

Then after He has told them this they proceed to argue about ‘whom is the greatest” -
come on! But, that’s for tomorrow.
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Day 5

A WARNING! BE CAREFUL!
Mark 9:33-50

And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. And he sat down and
called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all
and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking
him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do
not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon
afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. For truly, I
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ
will by no means lose his reward.

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet
to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,
‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” For everyone will be
salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it
salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Matthew 18:1-9

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?”” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the
sea.

“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your
hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal
fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
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Day S continued

Luke 9:46-50

An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. But
Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side and
said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever
receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one
who is great.”

John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” But Jesus said to
him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”

Luke 17:1-2

And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe
to the one through whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of
these little ones to sin.

This section of Mark is generally split into three different sections, but it seems more
like just another sandwich than anything else. The first and third sections go together
and then they have that section in the middle, that doesn’t really go, but does.

Luke, splits the third section and doesn’t include it in his gospel until quite a few

chapters later. Matthew never seems to have included the portion that was sandwiched
in.

So, what do you get out of this section? Write out your thoughts below.
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STAND in STRENGTH

We are to put on the full armor of God and seek Him because our time is
short, but we are also to STAND. To STAND firm, to be COURAGEOUS!

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.”

How often do we live ready for battle, ready to go up against the devil and
his schemes? How often do we live in light of how short our time is? How
often do we STAND for what means everything to us? How often are we
STRONG? How often are we COURAGEOUS?

God commands us to be strong and to be courageous, but how can we be?

So often we feel weak, we feel like we can’t do it, we can’t stand up for God
let alone ourselves. The thing is that He is our strength. He is our fortress.
He is our rock. He tells us to be strong and courageous because He is. He is.
He is, so we don’t have to be. We just have to rely on Him.

I'love David’s cry in Psalm 18:1-3

1 love you, O Lord, my strength.
The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,

my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,

my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
1 call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,

and I am saved from my enemies.

o=
A repeat of this is in 2 Sammuel 22—It’s David’s Song of Deliverance.

David praised God for saving him, but he didn’t just praise God for saving
his soul - he praised God for saving him in the middle of battle. Battle after
battle - David won, but he only won because he was going into battle to
begin with, he was going in with God. We aren’t to be people who are easily
moved (whether that be into sin or into a different mindser) or who are indifferent
to the world around us (whether that mean our friends or strangers).

We are to take a STAND! To take up our SWORD and SHIELD and GO!
Go because HE IS our ROCK, our SHIELD, our STRENGTH!




